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Lesson five:  Evidences for the Bible 
 

 
 

What Makes the Bible So Special? 
 

More than just any other book, even any other 'religious' book, the Bible is singularly unique. It 
is neither a single book, nor is it written by one person, as are most 'religious' texts. It is a 
collection of 66 books that were written by 40 or more different authors in three different 
languages, in 3 different continents. These books were written over a period of about 1600 years. 
The authors represent society at large. They were not just zealots, or scholars and preachers, but 
they also were common folk ranging from shepherds to doctors, government officials to 
fishermen, tax collectors to Kings. There are many styles of journalistic method involved, 
including history, poetry, government records, dialogue, parables, sermons, prophecy, letters and 
religious instruction. The Bible has been conveyed to us over 2000 years essentially identical to 
how it was written, and it has been translated into over 1200 different languages or dialects. 
Despite this huge diversity of history, there is one central theme of the whole collection of 
writings: that God exists, and wants us to be reconciled back to Him. 

 
But for a moment consider that it is not a book that claims supernatural authorship, and 
approach it with an open minded survey similar to any other object of antiquity. Since we cannot 
prove that the Bible is 'inspired' by using Biblical passages (that would be using circular 
arguments!) we can begin by proving that it is a legitimate and trustworthy manuscript, and 
THEN consider what it says. Once it is proven reliable, in fact it will be proven MORE reliable 
than any other ancient manuscript, we can THEN assume that it is worthy of serious 
consideration of its subject matter. 

 
To summarize, the Bible is unique in its claims, unparalleled in documentation, miraculously 
transmitted through the ages, unequivocal in its message from God, and changes lives. 

 

 

Old Testament Message: 

 
"The sight 

 
 

 
 

 

 
2 Timothy 3:14-16 
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Documentation of the Bible 

 
The original manuscripts (the autographa) are lost, but there are enough 
copied manuscripts in existence, some written during the lifetimes of 
eye-witnesses to the Resurrection and the ministry of the Apostles, that 
the credibility of the transmission is assured. This simple fact is 
astounding when compared to the evidence of other copied 
manuscripts from antiquity (indeed, there are NO originals of ANY 
manuscripts from antiquity!) For example, there are only 643 
manuscripts of the Iliad in existence, which is similar in length to the 
New Testament. But there are over 25,000 pieces of evidence for the 
Bible, and they are all so similar that they are considered to be identical. 

 
Some believe that this gap of -50 - 100 years before the Gospels were written down automatically 
destroys their reliability. They assert that legends about Jesus may have developed in lieu of fact, 
and therefore we have no basis in trusting that the manuscripts are valid. There are essentially 
three items to consider when contemplating this issue: 

 
1) The transmission of fact and tradition when eyewitnesses are still alive. Personal 
interpretation and adjustment is easy to do if the writer or eyewitnesses are not around, 
but much more difficult if you are possibly subject to correction or ridicule from them. 
With the Gospels as close as 50 years after the death of Christ, it is conceivable that many 
of these eyewitnesses were still alive, as well as Peter and Mark and Paul and many of 
the first generation church leaders. 

 
In addition, evidence of the introduction of the common 'heresies' (distortion of original 
doctrine/orthodoxy) did not begin until -200 A.D., with the Gnostic heresy and others. 
(Indeed, this is one reason the Church fathers formalized the canon.) 

 
2) The incredible similarity of the disparate documents. When we consider the 
emphasis on perfection that the scribes - think of them as 'human copying machines' - 
had (remember that their livelihood and reputation relied on their quality of work - not 
to mention the seriousness they took to transmitting what they believed to be the 'word 
of God'), we can place faith in their work. We know that this quality exists when we find 
documents, such as the Dead Sea Scrolls, that were written approx. 1000 years later than 
some earlier documents, and found to be practically identical. 

 
In addition, when the various manuscripts are compiled with their various insignificant 
'disparities' (akin to spelling color as 'colour' - an 'error' that does not change the 
meaning) we can compile the original. Consider this exercise: If I write a letter to a 
friend, and then give it to 10 different people to copy, they each may make an error here 
or there, but they all won't make the SAME error. Because of this, someone could easily 
determine what the original letter said from these ten copies. For example, 9 of them 
may spell the name of the King right (Oester,) while one may spell it wrong (Oesteor). It 
would be a proper assumption, when he sees the 9 vs. the 1, that my original had the 
spelling sans 'o'. 
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3) The relatively short period of time when compared to other 'trusted' pieces of 
antiquity. The Old Testament books are generally considered reliable especially because 
of the previous examples. New Testament documents are also, but an additional 
comparison of known and trusted pieces of antiquity aid in conveying trust (we should 
not hold these Biblical documents to any further doubt than we do other accepted 
manuscripts - this would be a double standard of the rules of evidence in antiquity!) 

 

 
 

Consider the Rules of Legal Admission 
 

The best way to consider the acceptance of the documents is to think of them in terms of 
'historical evidence'. Simon Greenleaf, professor of Law at Harvard University in the nineteenth 
century, established himself as a premier authority on the rules of evidence. His three volume 
work on the rules of evidence is still a standard used by lawyers today. 

 
Greenleaf wrote a treatise on the admissibility of the four Gospels, and in short, proclaimed that 
the Bible is able to withstand the scrutiny and be accepted as reliable evidence. The rules he 
established include the following: 

-Admissibility and Authenticity of the Evidence (the manuscripts) as determined by their 
age, quality and quantity; care in their preservation; and the location, timing and motive 
of their writers. 

 
-Corroborating Evidence is then analyzed, including archaeological evidences, results of 
scientific papyrology studies, and comparison to other similarly dated historical 
documents. 

 
-The documents are finally subjected to 'Cross Examination', assuring that the documents 
are not internally or externally contradictory, and that the writers have established 
credibility (that the message is proven by extra-biblical sources). 

 
Greenleaf himself concluded that "the competence of the New Testament documents would be 
established in any court of law." (Pamela Binning’s Ewen, Faith On Trial) 

 
Who Decided What Would Be in the Bible? 

 
The 'canon' is a term that refers to the 'standard,' or 'rule.' The early church fathers, in an effort 
to preserve the integrity of the ancient writings and the doctrines of the Church, 'canonized' the 
books that were recognized as 'inspired' by God. When the writings were 'canonized,' this 
simply means that the church accepted them as the 'official' documents prescribed by God. 

"The interval between the dates of original composition and the earliest extant evidence [is] so 
small as to be in fact negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have 

come down to us substantially as they were written has now been removed. Both the 
authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded as 

finally established."  (Kenyon; The Bible and Archaeology; pg. 288) 
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It is important to realize that they were not simply 'appointed' as official, but that they had been 
recognized for some time by the majority of the Church at the time as the inspired word of God 
and used as such. The canon simply documents this recognition. 

 
Four key questions were considered by the Council of Carthage (397 A.D.) that declared the 
official canon of the New Testament church: 

1) Is the writing Apostolic? 
2) Is the writing Orthodox? 
3) Is the writing universal? 
4) Has the writing had influence over the Church over time? 

 
These requirements show that the writings were not simply 'chosen', but proven to be inspired by 
their 'intrinsic authority and constant usage.' (Adapted: Zondervan's Handbook to The Bible.) 

 
But Isn't the Bible Full of Contradictions? 

 
One particularly favorite game of a skeptic is to find alleged discrepancies within the Bible, under 
the assumption that the existences of these discrepancies invalidate the claim of Divine 
inspiration. The issue can be of serious importance to a seeker who perceives intellectual issues 
and needs resolution in order to continue serious contemplation of Christianity. But all of the 
seeming contradictions can, when properly analyzed and understood and not just taken 'at the 
surface', be resolved. Most are examples of mistaken assumptions by the reader, or of insufficient 
knowledge about ancient linguistic syntax or cultural interpretation, or simply a misunderstood 
perspective of the writer's intent. When one considers the fact that the Bible has survived 
incredible persecution and scrutiny, this should cause one to consider the possibility of 
supernatural intervention. Clearly, these supposed 'contradictions' and 'difficulties' have been 
worked through for a VAST amount of people for thousands of years. The Bible is clearly meant 
to be taken seriously. 

 
The Claim of Inspiration and Hermeneutics (Biblical Interpretation) 

 
The claim of inspiration is really quite outrageous. A visual that comes to mind is God dictating, 
and a 'scribe' writing down word for word what God intended to be revealed to the world 
through time. This image (while intriguing yet silly at the same time) is not exactly what 
happened. Make no mistake, the writers wrote what God wanted them to write: 

 
Inspiration involves two actors: God and man. This is not to say that the men were inspired, 
similar to the way Mozart wrote 'inspirational' music, but rather that God utilized men to 
produce an inspired product. The concept of 'inspiration' is described by J. I. Packer thusly: 

 
"Scripture is not only man's word - the fruit of human thought, premeditation, and art - but also 
and equally God's word, spoken through man's lips or written with man's pen. In other words, 
Scripture has a double authorship, and man is only the secondary author; the primary author, 
through whose initiative, prompting, and enlightenment, and under whose superintendence each 
human writer did his work, is God the Holy Spirit." 
(J. I Packer; "The Inspiration of the Bible"; The Origin of the Bible; Philip Comfort ed. (pg. 30)) 
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Wayne Grudem, author of Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, defines 
inerrancy as thus: The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original manuscripts 
does not affirm anything that is contrary to fact. There are several key messages that need to be 
understood about inerrancy. 

 
1) The Bible must be interpreted as it was intended. We should read allegory as allegory, 
statement of fact as statement of fact, description as description, etc. etc. When we say 
that we take the Bible 'literally', we mean that we interpret what it says as it was intended 
to be interpreted. For example, when Jesus says "I am the vine and you are the 
branches", we do not interpret the Bible as saying that Christ has transformed Himself 
into a plant and expects us to as well! (While painfully obvious, that example is a good 
reminder to those who claim to 'woodenly' take Scripture literally, to the detriment on 
what was meant in the writing!) 

 
2) Perspective of original authorship must be allowed. To claim that a portion of 
Matthew's gospel conflicts with say, Mark's gospel because they may have documented 
an instance in a manner that appears contradictory. We must remember that it is the 
intent of the passage that is meant to be brought across. Most of the so-called 'errors' of 
the Bible can be attributed to improper interpretation. 

 
3) Orthodoxy does not insist that the modern 'translations' are inerrant. Does this mean 
that they are 'wrong'? What it means is that the Bible is meant to be studied seriously, to 
determine the intent of the Creator in His originals. A cursory reading of the Bible is 
likely to lead to errant interpretation. When studying the Bible, with the intent of truly 
determining God's word and will, we must make a diligent effort of pursuit, and work to 
understand the intent, syntax, context, and history of the passages and translations. 

 
 

 

 
 

Is the Canon closed? 

 
 

 
 

 



            
               

	

 
Lesson Summary 

 
The Bible is unique among all 'religious' documents in all of history  

It is heavily documented and reliable 

The Bible would pass legal requirement scrutiny 
 

The imbedded prophecies and fulfillments help prove its divine inspiration.  

Conclusion: There is warrant to accept what the Bible says as true. 

 
Next Lesson: Jesus Christ 

 
 

Resources: 
 

On the Web 
 

www.Bible.org 
 

The Chicago Statement of Biblical Inerrancy 
 

Books - Biblical Authority 
 

The Origin Of The Bible; Ed: Philip Wesley Comfort; 1992 

 Faith    On    Trial;    Pamela    Binnings    Ewen;    1999 Is  

The  Bible  True?;  Jeffery  L.   Sheler; 2000 

 Eyewitness to Jesus; Carsten Peter Thiede; 1996 

Books - Biblical Interpretation 
 

How to Read the Bible for All It's Worth; Gordon D. Fee, Douglas Stuart; 2003 
 
 

Online Forum: Help build our on-line community by adding your insight or asking questions 
regarding this topic at our Forums located at: http://www.renewyourmind.org/dc/dcboard.php 


